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NSIDERING--my: -Defign,. 1 
my Brother Panegyriſt, from whon 1 
mae borrowed the ee Feb my 
Tithe Page, will excuſe the Liberty .'F-have 
taken. Having thus made my Compliments to 
my Fellow-Labourer, I muſt inform the few 
Readers I may chance to meet with, of a Seetet 
they do not perhaps know, Which is, that we 
Gentlemen who write upon one Side of the 
Queſtion, do not 1orite 10 be read, but td. a 
d. 
T Now to my Subject: Is muſt begin with 
obſerving, that ſome ſhort-fighted Politicians 
were, in former Times, OO e 
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we might ſometimes be at Peace with France, 
yet it could never be our Intereſt” to have a 
cloſe Friendſhip with, or to put a thorough + 
Confidence in, that Nation; that an Union 
of Councils between France and Spain, might 
be of as, dangerous Conſequence, to the In- 
tereſts and Trade of Great Britain, as an 
Union of theſe two Crowns could be, to the 
Liberties of Europe; and that for this Reaſon 
we ought to promote, as much as poſſible, 
a good Underſtanding between the Courts of 
Viinna and Madrid; and to fument, if poſſible, 
continual Jealouſies and Animoſities between 
France and Spain. "+ 
The Affront put upon the Court of Spain 
by that of France, ſoon after the Death of 
the late Regent, afforded, as theſe Politicians 
thought, an excellent Handle for both theſe 
Purpoſes; and the Defenſive Alliance which 
was thereupon entred into between Spain and 
the Emperor, might, by our Acceſſion, ſaid 
they, have afforded US an Opportunity of 
having the French drove out of Hiſpaniola, 
and ſome. other Iſlands in the eft- Tnates, 
which would have entirely prevented . their 
incroaching upon us in the Sugar Trade. Nay 
by ſuch an Acceſſion, theſe Politicians inſiſted, 
we might have got every Diſpute between 
Spain and Us ſettled to our own liking, and 
every thing rectified that was amiſs in the 
Treaty of Utrech?, except that of uniting the 
Empire and Spain under one Monarch, which 
a 4 Union 
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Union was, at the Time of that Treaty; 
thought, by ſome Gentlemen, not altogether 
confiſtent with the Balldtice of Power in Eu- 
rope; tho" the preventing of this Union was 
made one of the moſt heavy Complaints agalnſt 
that Treaty, by other Gentlemen, then ort of 
Place, who have fince been pleaſed to ſet in 
the moſt terrible Light, the Overgroum Power 
of the Hou of Auſtria. n 301 5 
But the incomparable Perſon,” who is my 
moſt bountiful Patron, and Who, to the great 
Advantage, and to che great Honour of this 
Nation, has continued fo long to have a con! 
ſiderable Influence, ſoon ſaw the "Weakneſs of 
this Political Way of Reaſoning; and there- 
fore, as ſoon as he got himſelf firmly ſeated, 
he endeavoured to change our' whole Scene of 
Pioliticks, by laying down, ſo far as I can 
eſs, the following Maxims as the Baſis of 
bis future Conduct. That as the wiſeſt Man 
cannot foreſee all, nor command any, future 
Events, a Wiſe State-Pilot will never give 
himſelf - much Trouble, about thoſe Misfor- 
tunes which may happen to his Country; if 
they be ſuch as will not probably happen while 
he is at the Helm. And that a Prime State. 
Pilot, if: he was not himſelf bred a General, 
ought of all things to avoidia War; becauſe, 
if it be ſucceſsful, the General in Chief will 
eclipſe his Glory, and perhaps retrench his 
Power; and if the War ſhould prove unſuc- 
ceſsful, 
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zul, he may be made to auen for the 
is fortune. 

Theſe were, I "wah the two. "chief Max- 
ims he laid down for his future Conduct; but 
88:theſe wete of a private Nature, they were 
reſerved in Petto, and the only Maxim pub- 
lickly avowed was, That the greateſt Happineſs 
trading Nation could enjoy auas Peace; tho 
here too, I muſt ſuppoſe, there was reſerved 
in Perto a Proviſo, That it ſhould not diminiſh 
our Debts nor our Taxes, Which Proviſo, I 
muſt ſuppoſe, proceeded from another Maxim 
likewiſe reſerved in Petro, That in order to 
keep ſome Folts in good Humour, a large 
and unaccountable Civil Liſt, great T and 
heavy Taxes were neceſſary; and this, I ſc 
poſe, he wiſely foreſaw, made another Maxim 
indiſpenſible, That in order to bind the — 
to their good Behaviour, a numerous 
Army muſt always be kept up :- 
Having, as I ſuppoſe, laid theſe Mazias 
down; he eaſily forefaw, that the only Means 
by which he — propoſe to enjoy an unin- 
terrupted Tranquillity, was by keeping up a 
cloſe, Correſpondence- with France, and taking 
Care not to enter into any Meaſures, but ſuch 
as might be agreeable to that Court; nor to 
refuſe entering into _ Meaſures as they 
might think fit to pro Provided he da 


not diſoblige his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 'he 
concluded, that he might quarrel m_ any 
ower 
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Power in Europe, or with all in their Turn, 
without involving the Nation into ſuch a 
War as might diſturb his Repoſe. France, he 
knew, was the only Nation in Nw” that 

could, with any Probability of Succeſs, play 
the Pretender upon us; and tho* they ſhould 
fail in this, yet as we could not well carry 
on a War againſt France, without forming or 
joining in an Alliance with ſome of the Powers 
upon the Continent, ſuch a War, he foreſaw, 
might render ſome One or other of our Ge- 
nerals as conſiderable, as the glorious Duke of 
Malborough was in the Reign of Queen Anne, 
which would of Courſe make him but an Ap- 
pendix to the General, inſtead of having all 
our Generals made nothing but Appendixes to 
him. | | 

Theſe were dangerous Effects which were 
juſtly to be apprehended from a War with 
France; whereas from a War with any of the 
other Powers of Europe, he had nothing to 
fear but the Interruption and Decay of our 
Trade; which, I muſt ſuppoſe, gave him no 
Uneaſineſs ; becauſe the Decay of our Trade 
could not, he imagined, be very ſenſibly felt 
in his Life-time; and no wiſe Man will give 
himſelf any Trouble about what may happen 
to his Country after his Death. 

Theſe, I fay, I muſt ſuppoſe to be ſome 
of the wiſe Maxims which my moſt bountiful 
Patron laid down, as the Baſis of his futare 
Conduct in the high Poſt to which he had, 


by 
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by Ways and Means, raiſed himſelf; and if J. 
am allowed to ſuppoſe theſe to have been his 
Maxims, (as much as he has been accuſed of 
Blundering and Unſteddineſs) I hope I ſhall 
be able to ſhew, that according to the; Maxims, 
and ſuch other as I ſhall hereafter, en paſſant, 
take Notice of, | his Conduct bas | been wiſe, 
eddy, and uniform. F | 
e had ſcarce got that Influence, which, 

8 5 for us, he ſtill retains, when he found 
an Opportunity of ſhewing a ſignal Inſtance of 
his good Will towards France. We had found 
Means, a few Vears before, to lay a high 
Obligation upon the Emperor, and to, raiſe 
great Animoſities between France and Spain. 
We had procured the Emperor the large and 
fruitful Iſland of Sicily, in Exchange for the 
ſmall and barren Iſland of Sardinia; and we 
had got the French to carry War almoſt into 
the Heart of Spain. The French ſoon began 
to ſee their Miſtake, and therefore they endea- 
voured to atone for former their Conduct, by 
procuring for Spain an honourable Peace with 
us, and making a Breach between us and the 
Emperor; both which, by the Aſſiſtance of 
my worthy Patron, they accompliſhed; for, by 
his Means, they prevailed upon us to conclude 
a ſeparate Treaty with Spain in "the Year 
17213; and at the fame Time, and at the 
ſame Place, a Defenſive Alliance with France 
and Spain, to which the Emperor was not ſo 
much as invited to accede, tho' by an expreſs 
Article 
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Article it was agreed, that the Dutch ſhould ; 
ſo that it ſeemed as if this Alliance had been 
intended expreſsly againſt the Emperor, our 
Ally in the War againſt Spain. 19 | 

This of Courſe eſtabliſhed a good Under- 
ſtanding between France and Spain, and reſto- 
red us to the good Graces of the 'Spatſp 
Faction in France, by convincing the Orleans 
Faction, that in Caſe of the Death of their 
King, they could not depend upon us for any 
Support or Aſſiſtance; but it highly diſoblig d 
the Emperor, and was perhaps one of the 
principal Motives for his eſtabliſhing the Offend 

However, notwithſtanding the Article in 
this ſeparate Treaty between Spain and us, 
by which his late Majeſty obliged himſelf, 
* To cauſe to be reſtored all the Ships of the 
* Spaniſh Fleet taken by that of England in 
* 1718, with the Guns, Sails, Rigging, and 
other Equipage, in the Condition they were 
tben in; or elſe the Value of thoſe. which 
* had been ſold, at the ſame Price the Pur- 
chaſers had given for them: And not- 
withſtanding his late Majeſty's Letter to the 
King of Spain, which gave the Spaniards a 
Pretence for infiſting upon the Reſtitution of 
Gibraltar and Port-Mahbon, a Pretence they have 
never yet in expreſs Terms departed from: 
I fay, notwithſtanding both theſe exttdrdinary 
Compliances, this was an advantagious and an 


honourable Treaty for Us as well as Spain; 
B becauſe 
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becauſe we thereby got all the former Trea- 
ties between the two Crowns, except that of 
1670, expreſsly confirmed; and becauſe the 
King of Spain thereby promiſed to order all 
Britth Effects ſeized in the Dominions of 
Spain at the Beginning of the War, to be 
reſtored. 
'Tis true ſome ill- natured Criticks may ob- 
ſerve, that as theſe Effects were ſeized con- 
tary to an expreſs Article in the Treaty of 
1667, they ought not only to have been re- 
ſtored, but to have been reſtored with Damages; 
and that therefore this Treaty was not very 

honourable on our Side, becauſe we accepted 
| of leſs than' we were entitled to by the Rules 
| of common Juſtice ; but Peace is the greateſt 
| Blefling a trading Nation can enjoy, therefore 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| we ought never to inſiſt upon all we are en- 
[ titled to; and as we had ſeized no Effects 
| belonging to the Spamards, and had therefore 
| nothing to give in Return, it muſt be allowed, 
that the obtaining of a Promiſe for making a 
fimple Reſtitution, without any Damages, was 
| a great Point gained. It was ſuch a Point as 
| clearly ſhewed the ſuperior Art and Skill of 
our Negotiators, and the great Kindneſs of 
France in aſſiſting Us to obtain ſuch a Pro- 
miſe ; for tho that Promiſe was never fully 
performed, yet the Wiſdom of our Negottators, 
and the CooL {ll of ane towards mn can 
never be cho. 


It 
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Sort of Political Criticks, that as our Admiral 
received Thanks, in the moſt publick Manner, 
for what he did in the Year 1718, the 
Spanſh Ships he took, belonged certainly to 
Us by the Rights of War, and therefore it 
was not altogether ſo honourable. for Us to 
oblige ourſelves to reſtore them; at leaſt, 
we ought to have inſiſted that his: Catholick 
Majeſty, upon. his Part, ſhould oblige: himſelf 
to reſtore all the Brit; Merchant Ships taken 
by the Spaniſh Privateers during the War; 
but in this Caſe we were told by the French, 
who then were, and have ever ſince been, our 
good Friends, and who muſt be. allowed to 
underſtand, both Treaty-making and Treaty- 
breaking, as well as any Nation in Europe, 
that there was a very great Difference between 
our Merchant-Men taken by the Spaniards, 
and the. Spaniſh Men of War taken by Us. 
The former were taken after a Declaration of 
War, and therefore belonged to the Captors 
Jure Belli; whereas the latter were taken 
before any Declaration. of War, and as the 
Spaniards faid, without any Act of Hoſtility 
committed by them, and therefore could not 
belong to the Captors. Beſides, the French 
told Us, it was inconfiſtent with the Dignity 
of Sovereign Princes to trouble their Heads 
about Pedaling Merchant-Men ; and the French 
are ſo good Judges of what is called the Point 


of Honour, and ſo impartial in every Caſe 


B 2 where 


It may likewiſe be objected by the ſame 
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where Britain is concerned, that we could not 
but truſt to their Determination. 
For this Reaſon, tho“ Spain inſiſted upon 
the Reſtitution of the Ships that had been 
taken from them, yet we could not inſiſt upon 
the Reſtitution of any Ships their Privateers 
had taken from Us, either in the Seas of 
Europe or America. 100 ä 
But as a full and final Anſwer to this and 
every other Objection that can be made againſt 
this Treaty, I muſt obſerve, that if we had 
not accepted of it, ſuck as it was, the French 
would have joined with Spain in a War againſt 
Us and the Emperor; and to have adviſed us 
to engage in ſuch a War, would have been 
contrary to thoſe wife Maxims which, I have 
ſuppoſed, my generous : Patron laid down as 

the Bafis of his future Conduct. 
As this Treaty in 1721 between Spain and 
Us, and the Defenſive Alliance concluded at 
the fame Time between France, Spain, and 
Us, reſtored a good Harmony betw¾een the 
Courts of France and Spain; and as the French 
had then no open Quarrel with the Emperor, 
they were pleaſed to join with Us in acting, 
at the famous Congreſs of Cambray, as Medi- 
ators for accommodating all Differences between 
the Emperor and Spam; and the Emperor 
being with great -Reaſon extremely deſirous to 
accommodate his Differences with Spain, con- 
deſcended to accept of our Mediation, not- 
withſtanding the two Treaties ** 
- | t 
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At this Congreſa, I am convinced, 
tron was ſeriouſly inclined to have all = DE 
ferences between the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid accommodated ; but as France never 
had, nor ever can have, ſuch an Inclination, 
and as it was contrary to my Patron's ſuppoſed 
Maxims in Politicks, to do any thing but in 
concert with, and by the Advice: of, France, 
this Congreſs was drawn out to a great Length 
without any Effect. 

In the mean time, the + Cour of France put 
a moſt heinous Indigni 2 the Crown of 
Spain, by ſending back Infanta, who 
had been folemnly betrothed to the King of 
France. This Indignity put an End to all 
manner of Correſpondence between the two 
Courts. The Court of Spain breathed nothing 
but Fury and Revenge, againſt the King and 
Kingdom of France, and abſolutely: refuſed to 
admit any longer of France as a 9 — be- 
tween them and the Emperor; but being more 
deſirous than ever of accommodating all Dif- 
ferences with the Court of Vienna, they of- 
fered to refer all to Us, and to accept of Us 
as ſole Mediators; and probably, if we had 
immediately agreed to this Propoſition, we not 
only might, in the Humour Spain was in at 
that Time, have reſtored a perfect Harmony 
between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, but 
we might have got Spain into a Confedera- 
ey againſt France, which would have put 2 

en 
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end to all her tow'ring Projects for extending 
either her Trade or Dominions, 
But as this might have involved Us in a 
War againſt 5 and as Peace is the 

reateſt Bleſſing a Trading Nation can enjoy, 
9 —— the fatal — x; 
our accepting of that Sole Mediation, there- 
fore he prudently adviſed Us to refuſe it; and 
as Spain would no longer have any thing to do 
in a Negotiation in which France had a 
cern, the Congreſs at Cambray broke up, and 


our” Plenipotentiaries retired, after having ſuf- 


ficiently diverted the French Ladies with Balls 
and Entertainments, by which they made En- 
gliſb Guineas more plentiful at Cambray, than 
in any Country- Town of Great Britain or 
Ireland. | 5 

This, however, was far from putting an end 
to our Negotiations; for we had now double 
Work upon our Hands; we had the Differen- 
ces between France and Spain to make up, as 
well as thoſe between Hain and the Emperor; 
and as, for theſe purpoſes, we were obliged to 
carry on ſeparate Negotiations at the Courts of 
Paris, Madrid, and Vienna, it increaſed the 
Buſineſs, and Perquiſites of our Meſſengers, a 
ſort of Gentlemen whoſe Services in every 
Station of Life, whether as Poſt- Boys, Bum- 
Bailiffs, Spunging-Houſe Keepers, Informers, 
or Knights of the Poſt, may hereafter be of 
great Benefit to their Country; and therefore 


every thing that increaſes their Buſineſs, or 


their 
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their — muſt be allowed to be a Pub- 
e, 
While m atron, out of a pu 

Effect of — Goodneſs, and Seb, 
Peace, was thus perplexing his long Head, 
and ſpending the Money of his Country, in 
the hopeful Project of ſecuring the Tranquilli- 
ty of Europe, by putting an. End to all the 
Differences that were then ſubſiſting, or that 
could in any future Time ariſe, between'the 
ſeveral Princes thereof, the Courts of Vienna 
and Madrid had the Affurance to accommo- 
date their. Differences, and conclude a Defen- 
| ſive Alliance, without our Participation. Thoſe 
who were not in the Secret of Affairs, nor able 
to diſcover remote Conſequences, pretended 
that this Treaty was ſo far from being diſad- 
vantagious or dangerous to this Nation, that we 
ought by all Means to have joined in the Al- 
liance. They, Poor ſouls! could not foreſee, 
that by this Treaty Don Carlos was to become 
King of Spain, King of France, and Emperor 
of Germany; nor could they foreſee, that as 
Reſentment againſt France was the principal 
Motive with Spain for concluding this Treaty, 
it might probably diſturb the Tranquillity of 
Europe, by uniting the Emperor and Spain in 
a War againſt our Good Ally and firm Friend, 
the King of France. But, thank God! we 
had other Pilots then at our Helm, Pilots who 
were certainly as good at ſmelling a diſtant 
Tempeſt,” as ever a Lapland Witch was at 

raiſing 
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raiſing an immediate Storm. Beſides, the 
concluding of ſuch a Treaty without our ha- 
ving a Share in the Negotiation, was certainly, 
as my Patron thought, a great Affront put 
upon Us, for it ſeems to have been always 
his Opinion, that we ought not to allow any 
Power in Europe to make Peace, without | giv- 
ing us an Opportunity to make u Speech, nor 
to allow any one of them to quarrel with ano- 
ther, without giving Us an Opportunity 10 fit 
out a Squadron. 

For this reaſon it became neceſſary for US, 
at leaſt it became neceſſary for France, to 
diſappoint the Effect of this Treaty, and to 
break off that moſt extraordinary Correſpon- 
dence which was, by means of this Treaty, 
eſtabliſhed between 5 5 and Germany. T his, 
I fay, was abſolute for France; 
and could my Patron, — the Maxims I ſup- 
poſe him to have laid down, refuſe to aſſiſt 
them in what was ſo eſſential to their Securi- 
ty and Grandeur ? Therefore he did not pauſe 
. a Moment in advifing Us to agree, by the 
never to be forgot Treaty of Hanover, to 
concert Meaſures with France for this Pur- 
poſe; but in this, behold the Wiſdom, the 
Conduct, and the Art of my Patron ! He 
knew that the Danger to be apprehended 


from Don Carlos becoming ſo mighty a 
Monarch, was too remote to be viewed in 


it's proper Light by vulgar Eyes; and he 
likewiſe knew, that the Feb People of this Country, 


from 
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from an old ridiculous: Prejudice, would be 
leaſed with any thing that ſeemed to portend 

Miſchief to France. For this reaſon he took 
ſpecial Care not to ſay a Word of the Danger 
France was in, from this Alliance between 
Spain and the Emperor; and though he took 
care to mention, yet he touched but ſlightly 
upon the Danger Europe would be . ug to, 
by the future Greatneſs of the Infant Don 
Carus; but he knew the Concern we. ſo juſtly 
had for the Preſervation, of our preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, of our Trade, and of the im- 
portant Fortreſſes of Gibraltar and Port- Ma- 
hon, therefore he chiefly. employed his Rhe- 
torick in convincing Us, that the Emperor 
and Spain had agreed to join in Meaſures for 
placing the Pretender upon the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms; that the Emperor was to 
aſſiſt Spain in taking Gibraltar and Port- 
Mahon from Us, and that Spain was to aſſiſt 
the Emperor in Supporting and Eſtabliſhing 
the Oftend Company, which he ſaid would be 
extremely prejudicial to our Trade; and to 
this he added, that Spain had, by this Trea- 
ty, granted ſuch particular Privileges in Trade 
to his Imperial Majeſty's Subjects, as would 
ruin the Trade of this Kingdom with Spun; 
and that as all the Ports of Italy were ſoon. 
to be in the Hands of the Vienna Allies, it 
would be in their Power to ruin our Trade to 
the Levant, whenever they had a Mind. 
Theſe Arguments had the defired Effect: 
s Hit C Addreſſes 
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Addrefies came up from all Parts of the 
Kingdom, with Expreſſions of Loyalty far 
exceeding any that had ever been heard. of 
before, and the whole Nation join'd beartuly 
in Meafures for freeing France from the Dan- 

r it was then brought into, by means of the 
Alben, between Spain and the Emperor. 

As Envy, Malice, and Diſappointment, will 
always make ſome People find fault with the 
wiſeſt and beſt Meaſures that can be concert- 
ed; ſo there were not wanting ſome diſcon- 
tented Perſons amongſt Us, that found fault 
with this neceſſary and artful Treaty of Ha- 
nover'; but as my Patron has always courted. 
Popularity, and has gained the Affections, the 
Eſteem, and the Approbation of the People in 
every part of his Conduct, the Numbers of 
the Diſcontented were as inconſiderable as 
their Arguments were weak; and indeed, the 
Abſurdity of their Argumen ts was ſo appa- 
rent, and the Anſwers. made to them ſo ſolid 
and convincing, that I cannot help recapitu- 
lating ſome of them. They alledged that, 
Suppoſe the Emperor and Spuin had concerted 

ſuch Projects as wete repreſented,” we ought to 
deſpiſe them, becauſe no one of theſe Projects 
could be executed without a great Naval Force, 
and it was well known that neither of the 
Vienna Allies had any Naval Force; but if 
theſe Boatefeus, and Lovers of Diſcord, had not 
been blinded by their Malice, they muſt have 


wet 7 7 1 the Emperer, by —— his. Ma- 
jeſty S 
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jeſty's Dominions in Germany, might habe 
forced Us to do whatever he pleaſed, and that 
we had no other way of guarding againſt 
this Danger, but by entering into a close Al- 
Hance with France. - © 

Being thus drove from their firſt A 
they then poſitively aftirmed, that the Allics'of 
Vienna had entered into no fach Engagements, 
and that we had much more Reaſon to fear ſuch 
Engagements from an Alliance between France 
and Spain, which would probably be the Effect 
of the Treaty of Hanover, than E Alli- 
ance between Spazn' and the Emperor ; becauſe 
France was more attached” to the Intereſt of 
the Pretender than the Emperor; becauſe it 
was more the Intereſt of France than of the 
Emperor,” to have Gibraltar and Port-Mabon 
taken from Us; becauſe it was more in the 

Power of the Sabj jets of France than of thoſe 
of the Emperor, to 1 upon dur Trade, 
not only in the Eaſ-Indies, but alſo in Shui 

and the Levant, and becauſe France and Spain 
might have ſome Probability of Succeſs in en- 
deavouring to execute ſuch Projects; whereas 
Spain and the Emperor ould not have ſo much 
as a Poſibility of Suoceſs. 
To thoſe who allow Common Senſe 0 have 
any Share in their Politicks, this Argument 
may appear to have ſome Weight, but with 
thoſe who underſtand our modern Refinements, 
it can be of no Force; for if no ſuch En- 
gagements were entered into by the Vienna 
C 2 Allies, 
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Allies, the alarming our People with the Fears 
of ſuch, muſt either ſhew the Vigilance and 
Care, or the Wiſdom and Policy of my moſt 
Excellent Patron: If he was informed that 
there were ſuch Engagements, and if that In- 
formation deſerved the leaſt Credit, his giving 
the Alarm, and providing againſt them, muſt 
ſhew his Vigilance and Care; for a Prudent 
General, upon the moſt flight Information of 
the Enemy's Approach, will put his Army in 
a Poſture of Defence: And if he had no ſuch 
Information, it ſhews. his Wiſdom and Policy, 
in contriving Methods ſo proper for making 
the Nation approve of the Meaſures he was 
xclolved. to.adviſe Us to purſoſe. 
To this, indeed, the malicious, envious and 
difa ppointed Pretenders to Patriotiſm may re- 
ply, that if the Emperor and Spain had really 
formed no Deligns againſt Us, we had no 
Occaſion to join in any Alliance againſt them, 
and conſequently were under no Neceſſity to 
alarm our People with ſuch Appre — 3 
but thoſe. who faid ſo, were not ſenſible of the 
great Benefits we muſt reap, and the Security 
we ſhall always enjoy, while we keep up a 
cloſe Friendſhip with France, which we can- 
not ' otherwiſe do than by following their Ad- 
vice in every Particular. This was the Caſe 
at that Time. The Court of France had 
Reaſon to fear that there were really ſome 
ſecret offenſive; Articles in the Vienna Alliance 


Fgainſ France, mg there were .certainly (as 
appeared 
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appeared afterwards) none againſt England; 
or at leaſt. that Spain was then meditating 
ſome ſort of Revenge againſt them, and. by 
that Alliance bad laid a Foundation for ſuch 
a Purpoſe ; therefore it was neceſſary for them 
to form a Counter-Alliance, and my Patron 
could not refuſe adviſing Us to join with them, 
without departing from that which I have ſup- 
poſed he laid down. as an inviolable Maxim 
for his Conduct. 

This was the chief Cauſe of his adviſing 
us to join with France in the Treaty of Han- 
over; but beſides. this there was another; If 
we had not concluded that Treaty, we ſhould 
have been quite deſtitute of Negotiation, and 
my Patron was always, I ſuppoſe, of Opinion, 
that foreign Negotiations may be of great Ser- 
vice to Us, both for enabling the 8 Men 
we ſend abroad upon ſuch Occaſions, to diſ- 
play their ineſtimable Talents, and for amu- 
ſing our People at home, in order to preyent 
their enquiring too buſily into the Manage- 
ment of Domeſtick Affairs. By Negotiation 
therefore, I ſuppoſe, he thinks, we may ac» 
quire Honour abroad, let the Perſons we ſend 
thither be never ſo mean, and may preſerve 
Tranquillity at Home, let our Management be 
never ſo bad: and that for this Reaſon we. 
ought, rather than be without, 20 negotiate 
gur | ſelves into a Treaty, if it uere for 10 
other Purpoſe, but to have-.an Opportunity of 


negotiating e out of it again. 15 
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My Patron's adviſing Us to join in an Al- 
linnce with France by the Treaty of Hanover, 
was therefore ſo far from being a Blunder in 
him, that if he had refuſed to oblige France, 
by adviſing Us to join in that Alliance, it would 
have been a moſt egregious Blunder, and a 
* arture from thoſe Maxims he laid down, 
have ſuppoſed, when he firſt acquired 
that Influence which he has fince made fo good 
Uſe of; for if he had adviſed Us to join in 
the Vienng Alliance, it would have involved 
us in a War, = Conjunction with the Ex. 

ror and Spain, againſt France, by which, 

ndeed, the Nation might probably have gained 
great Honour as well as great Benefit ; but then 
our Chief General in the War would have 


gained fo much Glory, and fo much of his 


Bovereign's Ear, that he might have preſumed 
to | diſpoſe of a Subaltern's Commiſſion in 
the Army, without conſulting my moſt ho- 
nourable Patron; and in the Diſpoſition of 
ſuch Commiffions he might perhaps have been 
fo'unwiſe as to have had ſome Regard to an 
Officer's Behaviour in his Military Capacity. 
Beſides, ſuch a formidable Alliance would have 
made it neceſſary for France to play the Pre- 
tender upon Us, in order to ſtir up, if poſſible, 

a Civil War in che Kingdom, which they will 
never attempt as long as we are their humble 
Servants. And if we had neither joined n 
the Vienna Alliance between the Enperu and 
TR: + 
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one of the greateſt Men in the Nation, and 
one of the greateſt Ornaments of his Country, 
would: have had nothing to do but to ſuck an 
Orange, or full up bis 8 | | 
Having thus ſbewn the Wiſdom and Policy. 
of my Patron's Conduct, with Reſpect to the 
Hanover Treaty; I ſhall next endeavour to 
ſhew, that the Counſels he gave, in Purſuance 
of that Treaty, proceeded from the fame; 
Maxims, and were exactly agreeable to the 
wiſe Plan upon which all his Counſels are 
founded. Tho the Court of France had a 
Mind to defeat the ſecret Views of the Vienna 
Alliance, and to put an End to the Corre- 
ſpondence thereby eſtabliſhed between the Im- 
perial and Spaniſh Courts, they had no Mind 
to break entirely with Spain, and I 
they reſolved to get Us to do every Thin 
ceſſary for defeating the Views Spain had 
ed from their Alliance with the Emperor. 
For this Reaſon, if the ſuppoſed ſecret Ar- 
ticles againſt Us were really nothing but a po- 
litical Contrivance, tho' T am far from making 
a Doubt of my Patron's being capable of any 
Thing, yet I am apt to believe, the Court of 
France had a Hand in this Contrivance for- 
it ſerved their Purpoſe to an Ace. As this 
Nation could not but reſent, in the higheſt Man 
ner, thoſe ſecret Engagements the Vienna Al- 
liance was charged with, by my worthy Pa- 
tron's honeſt Advice we immediately threw 


— 3 with the Court of J- | 
2 enna, ; 


* 
1 = 


. 


nds 24 — — 2 — be. 
\ a 


[44] | 
enna, and ſent ſtrong ' Squadrons of Men of 
War both to the Vet- Indies and the Mediter- 
ranean, which rejoiced the Heart of every 
Boneſt Briton , with the Hopes of a ſufficient 
Revenge, and of every brave Sailor with the 


_ Hopes of @ rich Booty; but as the very ſend- 
ing out of theſe Squadrons anſwered all the 
Ends France intended, they adviſed, or rather 
ordered, my Patron to adviſe the giving of 


peremptory Inſtructions to our Admirals, not 
to commit Hoſtilities of any Kind. Spain, 
however, looked upon our ſending out of ſuch 
drons as a Declaration of War, and im- 


mediately began all Manner of Hoſtilities a- 


gainſt Us, which ſome of our weak Politicians 
thought was a ſufficient Excuſe for Us to have 
made Reprifals, by ſeizing their Rich Plate- 
Fleet then block'd up at Carthagena by a Squa- 
dron of our Men of War; but by ſo doing 
we muſt have broke with France, and as this 
would have been contrary to thoſe Maxims 
which I have ſuppoſed my Patron laid down 
for his Conduct, he would have been guilty 
of that very Fault of which he has been fo 
often accuſed, I mean an Inconſiſtency of 
Conduct, had he adviſed ſuch Repriſals. 
- Beſides putting the Nation to the Expence 


of fitting out two powerful Squadrons, which 


was a conſiderable Advantage my worthy Pa- 
tron gained by the Treaty of Hanover, he 
gained many other Advantages by that Treaty; 


for it - furniſhed us with a " Field for 


egotiation; 
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Negotiation; and he eaſily prevailed on us to 
augment our Army; to take a Body of Heſf- 
ans into our Pay, and to bre large Subſidies 
to the Powers of the North and to ſome Ger- 
man Princes, all which contributed to the pre- 


venting our being able to pay off any of our i 


Debts, or to aboliſh any of our Taxes; and 
the unparallelled Patience we ſhewed with Re- 
gard to Spain, furniſhed our good Allies the 
French, with the Opportunity of re-eſtabliſhing 
a good Correſpondence. with that Nation z for 
from our Paſſivity they took Occaſion. to per- 
ſwade the Court of Spain, that if it had not 
been for them, we would have taken or de- 
moliſhed many of their Ships and Sea Ports both 
in Old Spain and America. By this Means 

the French got themſelves entirely reſtored to 
the good Graces of the Court 14 Spain, and 
then, as if they had had no Hand in the Quar- 
rel, they pretended to act only as Mediators 
between Us and the Vienna Allies -, 
The Offend Company was certainly diſa- 
greeable to France as well as to Us, and the 
Continuance of that Company was at leaſt as 
much againſt the Intereſt of France as againſt 
that of England; but as the Dutch and we 
had taken the Demoliſhing of that Company 
entirely upon ourſelves, the French pretended 
to have no Concern in the Affair, and per- 
ſwaded Us, they had gained a great Point 
both for the Dutch and Us, when they got 
the Emperor to give up that Company by the 
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Preliminary Articles fign'd at Paris, May z iſt 
1727; and they likewiſe perſwaded Us, that 
they had got a moſt extraordinary Point for 
Us, when they prevailed on the King of Spain 
to promiſe, by the Convention figned at the 
Pardo, March 6th 1728. N. S. to reſtore our 
South-Sea Company's Ship the Prince Frederick, 
and —— to raiſe the Land Blockade of Gi- 
„ AR . 
Theſe were Favours for which we can never 
be fufficiently grateful ; but tho France had 
recovered a good Correſpondence with Spain, 
ſhe had not yet done all her Buſineſs: In order 
to make herſelf the ſole and ſupreme Arbiter of 
Europe, ſhe found it neceſſary to create a 
Breach between the Courts of Vienna and Ma- 
drid, and a new Jealouſy between Us and the 
Emperor, For this Purpoſe ſhe perſwaded the 
Court of Spain to inſiſt upon @ very material 
Alteration in the Quadruple Alliance, I mean 
that of having the eventual Succeſſion of the 
Duchies of Van, Parma, and Placentia, 
fecured by 6000 Spaniſh inſtead of booo Neu- 
tral Troops, and of having bis Alteration made 
an Article in their next Treaty with us. Ac- 
cotdingly, this Alteration was eftabliſhed by 
two expreſs Articles in the famous Treaty of 
Seville, by which France got every Thing ſhe 
r TEES 9 
As ſo much has been faid for and againſt 
this famous Treaty ; as it has been repreſented 
by ſome, as a moſt egregious Blunder in = 
NERC! \ 4 m 
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moſt Admirable Patron, and by others as a 
moſt extraordinary Piege of Political Prudence, 
I cannot help taking Notice, that if Gentlemen 
will but conſider the Hiſtory I have given of 
it, and the Views France had in bringing it 
about, they will congtude; that, notwithſtahd= 
ing the little Satisfaction we got for the Da- 
mages we had ſuſtained, and the Expence we 
had been put to, and notwithſtanding the 
Riſk we run of being obliged to join with 
France and Spain in a War againſt the Em- 
peror, by means of this Treaty, yet it was 

fectly' agreeable to thoſe Maxims which I 
ave ſuppoſed to have been laid down by my 
Patron. Therefore his adviſing Us to agtee 
to this Treaty, was ſo far from being a Blun- 
der, that it was a moſt conſummate Piece of 
Political Prudence; and accordingly, thoſe Who 
are wife enough to write upon the ſame Side 
with me, were, by this Treaty, furniſhed with 
an inexhauſtible Fund for Panegyrick and Pro- 
phecy. In the former they diſplayed ſo much 
Elegance, and in the latter ſuch a deep Pene- 
tration, that I am ſure thoſe who read no 
Pamphlets but ſuch as are given gratis, will 
be pleased with 3 ſome of them. 
One of the firſt Advocates for the Treaty of 
Seville, ſpeaking of thoſe who found fault with 
it, ſays, © They flattered themſelves with the 
* Hopes of a Burthenſome War, and they are 
* diſappointed by the Concluſion of an Aduan- 
* tagrous Peace. And ſurely if any thing cauld 
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add to the Plenſure which every 'Boneft Ex- 
* gliſhman muſt feel upon ſo joy 7 an Occa- 
? fion, it muſt be the Baus it has ſtruck up- 


on the Spirits and Counſels of thoſe "ks 
t have ſo long laboured to retard and obſtruct 
the Scene of Publicb Felicity, which now 
5 ſhews' it ſelf, to the utter Confutation of all 
the Objections raiſed againſt the Meaſures 
that have brought about this Happy Event u. 
And again the ſame Author fays, It cannot 
certainly be expected that the ſame Perſons, 
* who were ſo much alatmed at the Negotia- 
s tions, and apprehended ſo many ill Conſe- 
*: quences to themſelves: from the Contluſion of 
1 Proviſional Treaty, ſhould ſhew leſs Con- 
cern and Diſappointment upon the News of 
dea fohd and laſting Peace, or ſhould be leſs 
Lalert and active in their Endeavours to pre- 
© went it's becoming general. And indeed 
<' ſince the Treaty of Seville is beyond the Reach 
© of: their moſt artful” Malice, fince the States 
General have acceded to it, and one more 
Acceſſion might compleat the Diſgrace of 
©thoſe Patriots, and ut ne Happineſs of their 
Country, &c +." | 
As to the e of Spaniſh Troops: in- 
to the ſtrong Places of - Tuſcany and Parma, 
the ſame Author tells us, it could no day prove 
en to the __ bf rn 5 not wy 
the 
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the Emperor be under any Apprebenſions of 
Danger on that Head *. And as to what con- 
cerned Ourſelves in that Treaty, this Author 
defies theſe Gentlemen, (meaning the Patriots) 
or any body elſe, to ſhew in what manner 
theſe foreign Aequ i/itions (meaning Gibraltar 
and Minorca) can be more effetFually ' ſecured, 
than by the general Confirmation of former 
Treaties, and mutual Guaranty of Dominions 
in general, contained in the firſt and ſecond 
Articles of the Treaty of Seville +. Then 
after having told Us, that our Privileges and 
Advantages in Commerce are by this general 
Confirmation and Guaranty re-eſtabliſhed upon 
the Foot of former Treaties, ' be ſays, © That 
the utmoſt Regard had been ſhewn to the 
© Loſſes our Merchants had ſuſtained; and that by 
© the Articles of this Treaty our Merchants were 
entitled to Reſtitution of all Ships and Effects, 

c unjuſtly taken from them, to that very Day 
on which he wrote his Prophetical Panegyrick ||. 
After which he challenges the moſt clear ſight- 
ed of theſe Gentlemen (meaning our Purblind 
Patriots) to ſhew, what other Method could 
have been uſed for obtaining this Reſtitution, 
than that of referring it to Commiſſaries 7. 
And with the utmoſt Sati faction he obſerves, 
that the Readineſs and Cordiality with which 
15 Catholick Majeſty entred into this Treaty, 
gave 
„0 p. 13. + Ib. p. 34, || Ib. P. 142 15. 
} Pag. 17. N 
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gave Us great Reaſon to think him a 
diſpoſed to fulfil punitually the ſeveral 

ments of it . 

Theſe are ſome of the Prophetical Pa 
racks made by my Fellow-Labourers u Pony: 
Treaty of Seville, and I am ſorry my deſigned 
Breyity will not allo me to recapitulate them 
all; for though they would make a. large Vo- 
lume, I am ſure they would not appear tedious 
to any Man who has a due Senſe of the great 
Advantages we have reaped by that Treaty. 
Theſe Prophecies, and many other ſuch Pro- 
phecies, were publiſhed in the: Years 1729 and 
1730, and they bave been fo much verified by 
Events ſince that Time, that I hope an im- 

plicit Faith will be placed in all the Propheti- 
= Panegyricks which I, and ſuch as I, may 
think fit to publiſh, in relation to our preſent 
Treaty with Spain, which certainly as much de- 
ſerves, and, I muſt confeſs, ſtands as much in 
need of, Prophetical Panegyricks. and Explana- 
tions, as the Treaty of Seville, or any other 
Treaty whatſoever. 

Thus far I have traced the Wilde and Po- 
licy of my moſt Excellent Patron, and I have 
ſhewn his Conduct to be ſteddy and uniform. 
Indeed, .in the Years 1730 and 1731, I was 
afraid he had committed two very great Mi- 
_ or ; had, begun to follow different Ma- 


xims; 
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xims; but I was ſoon afterwards convinced that 
my Fears proceeded only from my being ig- 
norant of the ſecret Springs of his Actions. 
In the beginning of the Year 1730 the Salt 
Duty was aboliſhed, which not a little fur- 
ized me; for as this Duty maintains a con- 
ſiderable Number of Officers, it muſt always 
be of great Uſe to a good Pilot when any 
Storm happens ; and as this Duty is grievouſly 
felt by he Poor only, and very little felt by 
any one that has a Vote for Members of Par- 
liament, the aboliſhing of it could do him no 
eat Service; therefore when I heard of his 
ving conſented to give it up, it amazed me: 
And my Surprize upon this Occaſion was the 
8 becauſe I knew that our aboliſhing of 
this Duty was contrary to the Intereſt of 
France; for as this Duty lies heavy upon poor 
Labourers and Manufacturers only, 'the abo- 
liſhing of it would encourage our Manufac- 
tures, and enable our Merchants to fell them 
in foreign Markets at a lower Price, ' which 
would of Courſe be a Detriment to the Manu- 
factures and Trade of France. For theſe Rea- 
fons, I really began to ſuſpect, he had chang- 
ed all his Maxims, and was from thenceforth 
reſolved to purſue a very different Scheme of 
Politicks; and the Treaty concluded, by his 
Advice, between Us and the Emperor, the very 
beginning of next Year, confirmed me in my 
Opinion ; for as this Treaty in ſome Meafure 
renewed the ancient Alliance between Ge ma- 
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ny, 'Holland,. and Great Britain, I could not 
imagine, that France had conſented to our en- 
tering into ſuch an Alliance. W. 

Theſe two. Deviations, as I. ſuppoſed them, 
from his former Conduct, particularly the laſt, 
put me into ſuch a Rage, that I reſolved: to 
join the Patriots againſt him; and if he had 
purſued ſuch Meaſures as I imagined were to 
be the Conſequences of theſe two extraordi- 
nary Steps, I ſhould never have drawn my 

uill in his Favour ; nor could -it have been 
worth my While to have done fo; for Writers, 
ſuch as I have the Wiſdom to be, - who write 
as the Swils fight, can never get much by wri- 
ting in Favour of thoſe Meaſures which the 
People in general approve. But I was in a few 
Years fully convinced of my Error in both theſe 
Reſpects; for as to the Salt Duty, I ſoon ſaw 
that the aboliſhing of it had only furniſhed us 
with a Fund for contracting a new Debt; and 
our Behaviour when the Emperor was attacked 
by France, Spain, and Sardinia, convinced 
me, that France had connived at our entering 
into an Alliance with the Emperor, in the Year 
1731, and had, I now ſuppoſe, ordered my 
Patron to adviſe Us to do ſo, in order to fix 
his Imperial Majeſty's Dependence upon the 
Maritime Powers, and thereby prevent his 
ſhewing more Condeſceniion for Spain and 
Don Carlos, than might be at that Time agree- 
able to the Views of France. | | 
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Haring thus vindicated my Patron from 
theſe _ feeming Inconſiſtencies in his Goh 
duct, it will be eaſy to ſhew, that his Com 
duct ever ſince has beta, without the leaſt Ap- 
or Suſpicion ef, Deviation. After the 
Treaty concluded at Vienna, between Is and 
the Emperor, in the Lear 173 1, another Frea- 
ty was conclinded at Vitnna, the ſame Year, ben 
tween the; Enperor, Spain, — Us, in, — 
there is an Article which I cannot hut 
Notice of, becauſe it ſeems to be a Proof o 
our being then convinced, that no: Engage- 
ments had been entered into. between the Em- 
perur and Spain, in the Vear 1725, that were 
any way inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of Great 
Britain; for by the very firſt Article of this 
Treaty, The King of Spain conſents to re- 
new and Confirm, in all cheir Articles, Clau- 
© ſes and Conditions, as well the Treaty; of 
London, commonly called the Lade Atl, 
* Hance, as the Peace of Vienna, ſigned the 7th 
f June 172 5, hetwern his Sacred Imperial = 
9 Catbolick Majeſty, atid-the. Holy Reman Ems 
| by ve on) the one Part, and his ſaid Sacred 

© \Majeſtythe! Catbolieh King on the other Part, 
c excepting only with Regard to what is men- 
tioned in the abovementioned Article and De- 
clarations, concerning the Change of the Neu- 
© tral Garriſons into Spauſh — Now 
I cannot think, that we would have been a 
Contracting Party in any Treaty, for renewing 


and confirming the Treaty of 175, there 
E had 
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had been any one Atticle in that Treaty i incon- 


fiſtent with the Rights, nen or Trade of 
Great Britain. 

This, I ſay, ſeems to be a Proof of our be- 
ing then ſenſible, that we had been impoſed 
on, with regard to the Secret Articles between 
the Emperor and Spain in the Year 172 5, but 
ſuppoſe we had then been likewiſe ſenſible, 
that this Impoſition had been put upon Us by 
the artful Management of France; yet, not- 
withftanding the great Expence it put this Na- 
tion to, and notwithſtanding the unlucky. Torn 
It produced in the Affairs of Europe, it would 
have been wrong in my Patron to have ad- 
viſed our taking Notice of, or reſenting, this 
Impoſition, becauſe it would have made a 
Breach between Us and France, which was 
contrary to what I have ſuppoſed to be his 
eſtabliſned Maxims. I muſt alſo obſerve, that 
this Treaty between the Emperor, Spain, and 
Us, was certainly agreeable to the Court of 
France, becauſe it regarded nothing but the 
Settlement of Don Carli in Itah, according 


to the Method propoſed by the Courts of 


France and Spain; and though this Settlement 
of Don Carts ſeems to have been the only 
Conſideration for our guarantying, in ſuch an 


abſolute Manner, the Emperor's 'Pragmatict 


Santtion ; yet both France and Spain refuſed 
to join with us in that Guaranty; ſo that it 
may be ſaid, we were at the ſole Expence of 

ing Don Carks in 1 ; and for this Pur- 


poſe 
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poſe we put ourſelves to another Expence, the 
ſame Vear, by ſending a ſtrong Squadron of 
Men of War into the Mediterranean, to have 
the Honour of conducting that young Spaniſh 
Don to Italy, an Honour, by the by, which 
he took Care not to allow them. Theſe 
Things I take Notice of, only to ſhew' how 
obedient my Patron has been to the Court of 
France, and conſequently how conſiſtent he 
has been with himſelf in every Particular ; 
but this will be ſtill more remarkable in 7 
follows. 

As we are the great Rivals of France in the 
Spaniſh, Mediterranean, and Weſt-India Trade, 
it is the Buſineſs of France to have Us inter- 
rupted in thoſe ſeveral Branches of Trade as 
much as poſſible ; and for this Purpoſe ſhe 

has made Uſe of Spain ever fince we firſt began 
our Negotiations for giving Sicily to the Ems 
peror, without having any Regard to the Right 
of Reverſion reſerved by Spain at the Treaty 
of Utrecht. From that "Time to the Conclu- 
ſion of the Treaty of Seville, Spain had ſet 
up ſeveral unjuſt Claims and Pretences, under 
Colour of which She had plundered ot᷑ taken 
many of our Merchant Ships both in the M. 
— and the Weſt-Indies, eſpecially. the 
latter. France had taken Care that none of 
theſe Claims or Pretences ſhould be expreſsly 
determined, nor any. immediate and compleat 
Satisfaction for our Loſſes made by the Tre⸗ 
of Seville; but what was ſtill more extraotdi- 
E 2 nary, 


361 


nary, not withſtanding the general Stipulations 
and Promiſes contained in that Treaty, and the 
great Confidence we Gentlemen of the Venal 
Quill had taught People to repoſe in | theſe 
Stipulations = Promiſes, Spain continu- 
ed Depredations, and found Pretences for 
delaying, from. Time to Time, to make 
any Reparation for thoſe that had been com- 
— before the Conecluſion of that Treaty. 
Out Commiſſaries had repaired to Spain, our 
Merchants had. petitioned our Parliament, and 
our Parliament had addreſſed the King, but no 
Satisfaction or Security had been obtained, 
when the great and ſudden Alteratiqn hap: 
penned in the Year 1733. 

As the firm and ſtcddy Addortman 6; my 
— the wiſe — I have ſuppoſed 
himcto!:Jay- down, will! now appear in their 
brighteſt Luſtre, I muſt give a particular Ac- 
count of this great Tranſaction. In the Vear 
1732; the Tranquillity of Europe ſeemed to 
be jo well eſtabliſhed, that one of my Brethren, 
towards the End of that Vear wrote a curious 
Pampblet, for which he was moſt generoufly 
rewarded, which he called, The natural Pros 
baliliti of a laſting Peace in Europe. It muſt 
be: colifefled - we Brothers of the venal- Quill 
have all a. great Iich to Prophecy.z for as we 
cannot convince a People loaded with Taxes; 
and fettered by Penal Laws, that they enjoy 
2285 freſent Happineſs, we endeavour to com- 

tethem with ä of Halcyon: Days in Time 
t TALL to 


1 

to come: But never poor Prophet publiſhed 
the Viſions of his delirious Brain at a more 
unlucky Seaſon; for the iſt of February. 
17323, being but 2 eu Months after this 
ſolemn Prophecy, Auguſtus King of Poland 
having died, two Competitors immediately ap- 
peared for that elective Crown, viz. the pre- 
ſent King of Poland, Son of the late King, 
and King Staniſlaus, Father-in-law to the 
King of France. As it was inconſiſtent with 
the Intereſt either of Germany or Muſcouy, to 
have Staniſlaus made King of Poland, they 
both uſed Endeavours to prevent his being 
elected. The Emperor made uſe of peaceable 
Means only, but the Carina reſolved to make 
uſe of Force, if nothing elſe would prevail, 
becauſe ſhe thought ſhe had from former 
Treaties a Right to do ſo. The Emperor did 
not offer to aſſiſt the Muſcouites in the fargi- 
ble Meaſures they were reſolved to take, nor 
did he ſend a Man into Poland for that Pur- 
poſe; and yet, under Pretence that he had 
formed an Alliance with Muſcovy far excludi 

King Staniſlaus from the Crown of Poland 
France entered into a League with Spain and 
the King of Sardinia, before any Muſcovites 
had entered Poland, for ſtripping the Emperor 
of his Naminions in Traly, and in the Montn 
of October they attack d him both in Italy 


and upon the Rhine. 
the cleareſt Light, 


No in order to ſet in | 

my worthy. Patron's Steddineſs and Uniformity 

of Conduct, I muſt ſhew the planſible — 
vx 
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which the Patriots may ſay he at that Time 


had, for adviſing Us to join the Emperor in 
that War. To reaſon therefore as a Patriot, 
(a Thing I am very very little accuſtomed to, 
and therefore, if F commit a Blunder, I hope 
the gentle Reader will excuſe me) I muſt 
obſerve, that by the firſt Article of the Treaty 
of Alliance concluded between the Emperor 


and Us, but -in the Year 1731, © The con- 


4: traQting Parties exprſsley obliged themſelves 
to a mutual Defence or Guaranty of all the 
Kingdoms, States, and Territories, which each 
© of them poſſeſſed, and even of the Rights 
—and Immunities which each of them enjoyed, 
© or ought to enjoy, in ſuch Manner that they 
7 harm mutually promiſed to one another, that 
will, with all their Forces, oppoſe the 

E, ho of all and every one who ſhall 
© / undertake to diſturb any of the Contractors, 
or their Heirs and Succeſſors, in the peace- 
© able Poſſeſſion of their Kingdoms, States, 
© Provinces, Lands, Rights, and Immunities, 
© which each of the contracting Parties did or 
q ought to enjoy. By the ſecond Article of the 
fame: Treaty, His Majeſty moved thereto by 
© his-ardent'Defire to ſecure the publick Tran- 
< quillity, and to preſerve the Ballance of 
Europe, and alſo by a View of the Terms 
© agreed in the following Articles, which are 
— well adapted to anſwer both Pur- 

„ did take upon him the General Gua- 


by 


2201 
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© by/ the Emperor, and obliged "himſelf to 
© maintain it, @s often as there ſhould be Oc: 
* caſion, againſt all Perſons whatſoever ; and 
| conſeque uently he promiſed, in the moſt: au- 

© thentick. and ſtrongeſt Marmer .\ that cuulil be; 
© todefend, maintain, and ' guaranty, / wir all 
© hig Forces, that Order of Succeſſion which 
© his Imperial Majeſty had declared and eſta- 
© bliſhed; G. And by the fourth Article it 
was ſtipulated, That all the Articles agreed to, 
« ſhould: be jo finmiy and reciprocally eſtabliſhed: 
© and ſo entirely decided, that it” ſhould not 
be lawful for the contracting Parties to _ 

viate from them in any uit. 
I ſhall not pretend, even as a Patriot to 
ſay that, in conſequence of theſe Articles, we 
were obliged, in Honour, to aſſiſt the Empe- 
ror, when he was thus attacked by France; 
Spain, and Sardinia. This Queſtion I ſhall 
leave to be diſcuſſed by thoſe who who are 
accuſtomed to deal in Points of Hongur, which 
is a Subject no Man that writes 71:Favour of 
my Patron, bat any thing ta do with, I ſhal 
only, as a Patriot, examine, whether it wi 
upon this Occaſion, and at this Conjuncture, 
the Intereſt of Great Britain to haue joined 
immediately in a Confederacy with: Germany, 
Poland, and Muſcovy, and ſuch other Princes 
as WC. might have prevailed on to have joined 
in that Confederacy; and for this Purpoſe I 
muſt obſerve, - that it was now four Years 
fince the Treaty. of * in all which Time 
N el ws © 
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we had not been able to procure” a full Com- 
pliance with any one of the clear Articles of 
that Treaty, (if any ſuch there were) nor a 
ſatisfactory Explanation of any of thoſe that 
were doubtfal. We had — ſome. Rea. 


ſon to conelude, that Spain would never, by 


fair Means, give us full Repatation for : paſt 
Injuries, nor a toletable Secutity againſt future. 
On the cdntrary, by four Tears Experience, 
we had found, that notwithſtanding our Poſ- 
ſeſſions were by that Treaty ſecured to us, and 
our Privileges and Advantages in Commerce re. 
eſtabliſhed: upon the Foot of former Treatics, 
beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt.or Cavil. + Spain 

Was every Day == new Donbts and Gatils, 
end heaping. new Injuries upon the old. For this 
Reaſon we could not but tdreſce, that there was 
no Way of obtaining full. Satisfaction or Secu- 
rity: but by Force of Arms; and that , while 
there was ſuch a cloſe Union between France 
and Spain, as had been eſtabliſhed by the Treaties 


of. Hannsuer and Seville, we could not well 


propoſe io make Uſe of. Force, without 2 


eker. 114. 4 301 14 * 20 


Such an Alliance, I now n 0 a . 
triot, was formed for us, without our ſeeking, 


dy the Difpute about the Election of a King 


of Poland; we had nothing to do but to join 
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dur own Terms; for when we ate courted to 
join in an Alliance, we may always make 
better Terms, than when we are fiddling round 
Europe, and begging the Princes upon the Con- 
tinent to aſſiſt us. The only remaining Que- 
ſtion therefore is, whether a Confederacy be- 
tween Muſeevy, Poland, Germany, and Bri- 
tain, was equal to a Confederacy between 
France, Spain, and Sardinia ; and I believe 
no Patriot will fay, but that, in all human 
Probability, the former was + ſuperior to the 
latter. As to the other Princes and States of 
Europe J fay nothing of them; but I believe 
it will be granted, by all the Patriots, that by 
good Management we might have got more 
— them to have joined with us, than France and 
n could have got toha ve joined with them, 
nay by a few Conceſſions from the Emperor, and 
a proper Diſpoſal of ſome Principalities in 7taly, 
we might, perhaps, they will ſay, have drawn 
Sardinia off from the Alliance he was engaged 
in, or prevented his engaging in it; for, con- 
fidering the Vigilance and Penetration of the 
Minifters we then had at the Courts of France, 
Spain, and Sardinia, no Man will ſuppoſe, but 
that. my Patron had Notice of the Intentions 
of theſe” three Courts, long before their Alliance 
was finally concluded; eſpecially if we conſider 
What large Sums have been of late Years al- 
lowed 107 Secret Service, and how exquiſite a 
Noſe my Patron has at ſmelling out a domeſicł 


Flu. Therefore if we were at that Time re- 
ä 1 ſolved 
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add, that the Dutch refuſed to join with us; 


[ 42 ] 
ſolved to have full Satisfaction and Security 
from Spain, the Patriots may ſay, we ought to 
have joined the Emperor, and for that Purpoſe 
we ought to have ſent a formidable Squadron 


into the Mediterranean, as ſoon as we heard of 


the Concluſion of that Alliance, To which 
they may add, that had it not been for the 
Self-denial of the Cardinal, a Thing very ex- 
traordinary in a French Miniſter, we muſt have 
joined the Emperor, for the Sake of preſerving 
the Ballance of, Europe, when our joining would 
have been much more dangerous: and expen- 
five, than it could have been at the Be- 
ginning. „ 

But does not every one ſee the Weakneſs 
of this Way of Reaſoning ? We were then car- 
rying on a Negotiation with Spain, and to have 
Recourſe to Arms, let the Opportunity be 
never fo favourable, would have been putting 
a moſt unreaſonable. Diſtruſt in our Nego- 
tiators, whoſe Addreſs -we had often expe- 


rienced in the many Advantages they had gained 


for us, -and the many honourable Treaties they 
had engaged us in. Peace is one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings a trading Nation can enjoy; and will 
any Man, that loves my Patron, ſay, that we 
ought to have engaged in ſuch an expenſive 


War, for the Sake of a few Merchant Ships 


that had been taken or plundered or for the 


Sake of preſerving Privileges or Poſleffiohs that 


are hardly worth keeping? To which let me 


and 


e 
and will any Man but a Patriot ſay, that we 
ought to revenge any Injury, or Attempt to 
vindicate, by Force of Arms, any of our Rights 
or Privileges, unleſs we have the Dutch to aſ- 
ſiſt us? ' LOL 2) 36H 1828 DVR 
Theſe are Reaſons, and convincing Reaſons, 
of a publick and general Nature; but, with 
Regard to my Patron, thoſe who conſider "the. 
Maxims I have ſuppoſed him to lay down, when 
he firſt got into that Poſt, which gave him an 
Opportunity of retaining, and rewatding ſo 
generouſly that numerous Tribe of- Authors 
who live, not by their Vits, but by their 
Stupidity: JI fay, thoſe who conſider - theſe 
Maxims muſt ſee, that his private and parti- 
cular Reaſons, for adviſing us not to aſſiſt the 
Emperor in the late War, were the ſame 'with- 
the Reaſons he had for adviſing us not to join 
in the Alliance concluded at Vienna in the 
Year 1725, between the Emperor and Spur ; 
from whence they muſt conclude, that his 
Conduct, in this Caſe, was exactly of a Piece 
with what went before, and was a neceſſa 
Part of that Series of Wiſdom and Policy which 
I have undertaken to demonſtrattee. 
However, though he adviſed us not to join 
in the War, nor to give the Emperor, our 
Ally, any Aſſiſtance, yet, in purſuance of the 
ſame Maxims, he adviſed us to make the uſual 
Advantages of that untoward Accident. Upon 
our Part the War opened a new Scene fer 
Negotiation. We made ſome new Treaties, 
| F 2 granted 


[44]. 
'N granted a new Subfidy to the Danes, and, in 
4 Conjunction with our good Allies, the Dutch, 
| concerted . a Plan of Peace, for which the 
| Powers then at War ſhewed the utmoſt. Re- 
gard, as appeared from the private Treaty ſoon 
after concluded between the Emperor and 9 ; 
for though, by that Treaty, the French got 
Larrain to themſelves, contrary to their expreſs 
Dedlar ation at the Beginning of the War, yet 
they did not take ſo much from the Emperor 
in Italy as Spain and Sardinia had a Mind they 
ſhould; /. At the ſame Time we. were not idle 
at Home; we increaſed aur Army, and, to the 
great Encouragement of our Seamen, fitted out 
a Squadron, which. obliged us to contract ſome 
new Debts; and as bete Warlike Preparations 
happened juſt about the Time of chuſing 4 
nem Parliament, they had certainly a good Hott 
upon our Election. 

To theſe Negatiations, ande these Prepa- 
rations, [we ought, to aſcribe the Moderation of 
the French Court in their Treaty with the 
Emperor, and not to the Policy or, Self-Denial 
of the Cardinal, as ſame of the *. Patriots 
have ſince inſinuated 3 for ſome of them, 1 
know, inſinuate, that this Moderation was a 
2 Effect of the Cardinal's Wiſdom. and: 

olicys They ;lay, the French got ſuch a Rap 
upon the Fingers, by Means of the guvert Am- 
bition of Leu, XIV, that they have fince re- 
ſolyed to change their Meaſures. .,/T hat they 
then laid open Siege 0 . es of _ 


F 45 ] 
ut now are reſol ved to carry it on by the Sap; 
On Us-26; the Tews- treated the It? | 
bitants of Ferichoʒ to amuſe Us with empty 
Shew and Sound, while they are undetmini 
thoſe Walls that are our only Defence again 
the Common Enemy. For this purpoſe, the 
Patriots ſay, it was neceſſary for the French 
not to aim at too much at once, and that it 
was Policy in them to leave the Emperor ſome 
Dominions in Italy, becauſe it will keep both 
Spain and Sardinia ſteddy in the Alliance with 
them; that upon the next Occaſion they may 
get hold of Flanders, by ſacrificing ſome other 
Part of the Imperial Dominions in Traly to 
their Allies; and that if we never think of 
any thing but Temporary Expedients, they 
may find an Opportunity for doing this, When 
neither the Dutch nor we will be able to form 
ſuch a Confederacy, as will be ſufficient for 
putting a Stop to the Arms of theſe three 
Powers thus cloſely united together; eſpecial- 
ly, if in the mean time our Trade ſhould be 
ruined by the Inſults our Merchants meet with 
abroad, and the Taxes our Labourers and Ma- 
nufacturers groan under ar bmwee .. 
Thbeſe, tis true, are hideous: Froſpects z but 

thee are Spectres which appea 


r to nont hut 
thoſe Merchants and Seamen wWwha bave been 
ruined by the Spaniſh Depredations, or thoſe 
Patriots who have found all cheit Schemes for: 
repealing the? Septennial Act, for preventing 

Bribery and Corruption, for redueing the A. 


| my, 
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my, &c, defeated by the Art and Vigilance of 
my honourable Patron. As the Heads of ſuch 
Men may be ſuppoſed to be a little Diſorder- 
ed by Diſappointments, or by Misfortunes and 
Want, they may perhaps terrify themſelves 
with ſuch Ar del Bont, but it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that we Gentlemen, who baſk in 
the Sun- ſfiine of Power, and feel no Misfor- 
tune but what immediately affects ourſelves, 
ſhould ever dream of ſuch - diſmal Conſequen- 
ces. Beſides, ſuppoſe there were really a good , 
Foundation for appreheriding ſuch Conſequen- 
ces, they are of ſuch a Nature as in all Proba- 
bility*cannot happen in' our Days, and would 
any Man have 8 to diſturb the, preſent 
Tranquillity and Plenty we enjoy, with the 
3 Thoughts of what may happen to Poſterity ? 
I "ſhall" therefore leave theſe crazy Men to 
the Correction of their own melancholy Diſ- 
poſitions, and proceed to obſerve, that While 
Spain was engaged with our good Friends the 
Ffench in a War againſt the Emperor, we 
could not be ſo uncivil as to interrupt their 
warlike Counſels with any peremptory Appli- 
cations for adjuſting their Differences with Us, 
nor could they! refuſe to oblige their Allies the 
French, by "interrypting our Trade in the 
Waſh Inlies as uſual." Therefore, even during! 
the War, air" 
ring to u Purpoſe in Spain, Aridi heir Guards: 
Cas continued — ring to very good Pur- 


pe in Americas: At laſt our Commiſſuries, 
„ luckily 


121 
luckily for their Country, all died or returned 
home; and as we then found, that no Satiſ- 
faction or Security could be obtained by means 
of the Treaty of Seville, we reſolved, in order 
to prevent a War, to begin a Negotiation for a 
new Treaty. Upon this Occaſion I may fay, 
happy was it for Us that my Patron was nei- 
ther bred a General nor an Admiral; for if 
he had, he might perhaps from this Experience 
have concluded, that no Satisfaction or Security 
was to be obtained by any Treaty or Negotia- 
tion, and in that Caſe would probably have 
adyiſed an immediate Rupture; but he rea- 
ſoned more ſedately: He conſidered, that if 
we attacked Spain, or granted Letters of Re- 
priſal, which would be Iooked on as an Attack, 
France would think herſelf obliged to aſſiſt her 
Ally the King of Spain, in Which Caſe we 
would be forced to carry on a War both againſt 
France and Spain, without one Ally to aſſiſt 
Us, unleſs it was the Duke of Molſenbuttle; 
for we could not expect that the Emperor 
would aſſiſt Us, after we had ſo much diſ- 
obliged. him, by refuſing him that Aſſiſtance 
in the preceding War, which he thought he 
was entitled to, by the Treaty we had con- 
cluded with him in the Year 273 13 and as the 
Dutch lay open to an Attack by Land, it was 
not to be expected they would join in a War 


againſt France and Spain, without ſo much as 


* one Power upon the Continent to ſupport 
t N. Wy ks ties hes ' 4 
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"Negotiation therefore ſeemed to be the only 
Means we had left for doing ourſelves Juſtice, 
ot rather for obtaining ſuch ion and Se- 
cutity as France and 22 deign to 
grant us. This was the very Condition which, 
J muſt ſuppoſe, my Patron had ſo long la- 
boured to bring us into; for as a War agaiuſt 
France was contrary to what I have ſuppoſed 
to be his Syſtem of Politicks, nothing can 
manifeſt the Wiſdom and Policy of his Con- 
duct more thai it's being 1 ible for Us to 
| hope for Succeſs from any War, in which 
France might poſſibly be a Party againſt Us, 
Whether. this be now our Caſe, I ſhall leave to 
the Patriots to determine; but if it is; they 
muſt acknowledge the Wiſdom and Steddineſs 
of him they have ſo often charged with Blan- 
dering and Wavering; and I muſt acknow- 
leder that, in chis particular, he owes his Suc- 
ces chief to the Officers of our Army, who 
hen all Occaſions babe been ruadhy to approve of 
bis Pacifick Meaſures, - Howrver, I would not 
have thee Gentlemen think, he is greatly in- 
debted to them for this Piece of Service; for as 
— 42. — of being continued in Commiſ- 
fron; full Pay, as long as he can have 
any Influence upon our Councils, no Sort of 
Men in the Kingdom are more purriculariy in- 
tereſted in preventing a War, than thoſe Gentle- 
men who have gend Commuſſions in our Arm, and 
who by 
Dancing-Maſter, and 


the Help of an old Serjeant and a good 
by proper Services, 
in 
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in their Civil Capacity, may hope to arrive at 
the bigheſt Military Preferments, without ha- 
ving ever once experienced the Kaen or the 
Dangers of Mar. 

1A —_— the Patriots will an that though 
my Patron may have but few: Friends in the 
Councils of any State in Europe except France, 
yet the Nation has many; that though none of 
our antient Allies may put any Confidence in 
him, yet they know by Experience, they may. 
put 2 Confidence in the Nation, when our | 
vernment is directed by the Voice of the Peo- 
ple, as it was at the End of the Reign of King 

liam, and Beginning of that of Queen Anne; 
and that, for this Reaſon, notwithſtanding the 
little Uſe we have made of a ' long Peace, not- 
withſtanding the many Loſſes our Trade has 
lately ſuffered, yet, if we ſhould put ourſelves 
in @ proper Condition for regaining the Confi- 
dence of - our antient Allies, we might eaſily 
form ſuch. a Confederacy in Europe, as would. 
prevent France from daring to ſupport Spain in 

any Incroachments upon Us. Nay, I do not 
know but theſe Patriots may go further: I. do 
not know but they may fay, that when this 

Nation has the good Luck to be under. a wiſe 
and popular Government, (which is 1a Piece of, 
good Luck every one muſt grant awe enjoy at pre- 
ſent) we may, with @ Probability of Sutceſs,, 
engage in a War both againſt France and Spain, 
even without one Ally to aſſiſt Us; becauſe. 


they can no way hurt us but by Sea; and as 
G we 
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we are ſuperior ' in Naval Force to both, we 
might prevent it's being in their Power to do 
ws any great Injury, and at the fame time we 
might ruin heir Plantations in America, and 
harrafs' their Sea-Coaſts in Europe, in ſuch a 
Manner as would make them giad to accept 
of Peace upon reafonable Terms. Therefore, 
theſe Patriots may conclude, we are not yet re- 
duced to ſuch an unfortunate State, as to have 
no way left for doing onrſelves Juſtice, but by 
Negotiation, or in other Words, -by begging and 
praying ; but that we may ſoon be redueed to 
ſuch a State, if we ſhould but for a few Years- 
tamely allow our Merchants to be plundered; 

our Seamen infulted and cruelly uſed, and our 
moſt valuable Rights and CE openly and 
contempruouſly violated. 

But Peace is the greateſt Ble eng 4 lex Na. 
tion can enjoy; and as Spain has not yet denied 
doing us Juſtice, as ſhe is willing to continue Ne- 
gotiations with us, provided, we make · a 5 
Improvements in Georgia; provided, we do not 

attempt to hinder her from ſearching our Shi 
upon the open Seas, and making Prize of all 
ſuch as have any Goods on board, which foe 
muy be pleaſed to call contraband ; and provided, 
we do not attempt to hinder her from making 
Prize of all Britiſb Ships ſbe may meet with in 
the Bay of Honduras: * ſay, ſince Spain is 
willing, upon theſe Terms, to allow Plenipoten- 


mne to meet . Mads e 3 not to 
{ go 


\ 
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go to War, as Tong as there are Hopes of ob- 
taining any Thing by Negotiation. 

I think I have now brought my Series of 
Wifdam and Policy pretty near down to the 
preſent Time. Our + Negotiations for a new 
Treaty with Spain began, I muſt ſuppoſe, 
two or three Years ago, which occaſioned ma- | 
ny Letters and Memorials to paſs between the | 
Miniſters of the two Courts, in which the ſe- 
veral Points in Diſpute were moſt ſuccinaly 
and moſt clearly ſtated: In the mean time, 
as the Spaniards continued: to oblige the French} * 
and enrich themſelves, by ſeizing and plunder- 
ing many of our Merchant; Ships in the Weſt- 
Indies, the plundered Merchants applied to 
Parliament, and the Parliament applied to the 
King for Redreſs. What did my Patron do 

upon this Occaſion? Why, in "Porkiance' of 

the Plan, I have ſuppoſed, he at firſt laid down, 

as the French were againſt our taking any vio- 

lou Meaſures, he did not propoſe to declare Var, 

but to contra Debt. In this his Advice would 

not probably have been followed, if we had 
not obtained he preſent moſt bonburable Con- 
vention; but even this Convention too; we 
ought to aſcribe chiefly to the Wiſdom and 
Policy: of my Patron. He knew the Impar-- 
tiality of France, and the good Inclinationꝭ of 
the Court of Spain towards us, better than any 
other Man in this Kingdom; and upon theſe” 
he knew we might d, even tho we 
ſhould be reduced to that which others might 
* on ** I mean, that of having 
| G 2 nothing 


1 
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nothing elſe to depend on. Accordingly, when 
our Caſe was fairly laid before the two Courts, 
and fully explained to each, the King of Spain 
from his natural Love of Juſtice, and great Re- 
gard for this Nation, agreed to a Convention, 
which was at laſt, after many Alterations and 
Amendments, concluded at the Pardo on the 
14th of January 1739, N. S. 9 
Ass 'this ' Convention is a Completion of that 
Series of Wiſdom and Policy which I have 
propoſed to illuſtrate, I ſhall ſtate and anſwer, 
in a few Words, the moſt material Objections 
that have been made to it, by thoſe who envy 
the Succeſs my Patron has met with, the Ho- 
nours he has acquired, and the publick De- 
monſtrations of Gratitude and Efteem which 
have been ſo juſtly ſhewn him by all Ranks 
of. Men in his native Country. Theſe Gen- 
tlemen ſay, that as the only Diſpute between the 
two Nations ſettled by his Convention is, the 
Account of Damages, therefore, the only Me- 
thod we can take for determining, whether this 
Convention be advantageous for Us or not, is, 
to examine the mutual Demands between Spain 
and Us, in order to ſee, whether we are Gain- 
ers or Loſers by the Settlement of this Account. 
For this Purpoſe they compute, that the Value 
of the Britiſh Ships and Cargoes that have been 
unjuſtly ſeized and confiſcated by the Spaniards 
ſince 1721, amount at leaſt to 400000 /. 
without reckoning one Shilling for Intereſt or 
Damages; to ballance which the Spaniardi had 
not ſo much as a Pretence for any one Claim 
„ ttittzote , upon 
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npon us, but that of the Value of their Ships 
taken in the Mediterranean in the Year 1718, 
which, even according to their own Reckon- 
ing, did not amount to much above 60000 L. 
ſo that allowing their Claim to be good, they 
were 340000 . in our Debt; and as by 1518 
Convention we are to accept of 95000 V. in 
Lieu of 340000 C. we muſt loſe 245000 . 
But then they fay, the Spaniſb Claim for 
their Ships taken in 1718. was ſo far from 
being good, that even my Patron himſelf, or 
at leaſt one of my Brother Authors, who was, 
upon very good Grounds, ſuppoſed to write by 
his Direction, has long ſince entirely diſavowed 
that Claim; for after having told Us, That his 
* Catholick Majeſty actually ſent Commiſſaries 
in Purſuance of the Treaty in 1721 to Port. 
* Mahon, where the faid Men of War then 
lay, to demand the Reſtitution of them, and 
* that they were really at that Time offered to 
* thoſe Commiſſaries, but refuſed by them, on 
Account of their being in a decayed Condi- 
tion, and unfit for Service, and were upon 
that Refuſal drawn out of the Harbour by 
Order of the Governor, and ſunk in the main 
Sea; he gives ſome Reaſons, ſuch as my 
Brethren uſually give, why this Affair, among 
others, was referred to the Diſcuſſion of Com- 
miſſaries by the Treaty of Seville, and as the 
laſt and beſt Reaſon he ſays, There was the 
© leſs Pretence for declining this Diſcuſſion 
* becauſe, we were. ſure it would upon Exa- 
* mination appear, that it was the Fault of the. 

© Spaniards 


Te) 


* Spaniards only, that thoſe Ships were not 

7 their Poſſeſſion. x 15 
From hence theſe Gentlemen conclude, that 
we bave by this Convention accepted of 95000FZ,; 
in Lieu of 400000 , | and: conſequently are 
Loſers by it to the Amount of 30 5000. to 
- which, ſay they, we ought to add the extra- 
ordinary Expence we were obliged to put our- 
ſelves — this laſt Summer, which will amount 
to at leaſt 305000 more; ſo that by this Con- 
vention we loſe at leaſt 610000 L. ſuppoſing 
this Sum of 95000 C. were to be paid by 
Spain without any Deductions, and without 
Rn be any Claim upon Us, which is far 
being the Caſe ; for by the Declaration 

or Proteſtation ſigned by Shai u, our South-Sea 
Company muſt pay 68000 L. of this Money, 
or loſe the Aſiento Trade, and the remaining 
000.4. may probabably be deducted by 
pain, in Lieu of thoſe Ships they may pretend 
to have reſtored. This moſt extraordinary 
Comp ſition would, they ſay, have been ex- 
cuſable, if the Spaniards had, in Conſideration - 
| thereof, particularly and expreſsly given up all 
tze unjuſt Claims and Pretences they have of late 
Years been allowed to ſet up — Us; but 
as they have given up not ſo much as one of 
_ them, it was. antolerable to diſcharge ſo large a 
Demand for web a n Sum. It 7 
react | at 20 Not 140 1 45 
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hay they, have been moch better, and möfg Bet 
the Advantage of the Nation, to have left this 
Diſpute likewiſe to have been ſettled by the 
Commiſſaries or Plena ntiaries 3 for in that 
Caſe, if the Spariſs Plenipotentiaries had in- 
ſiſted blend « the Claims they have 


lately fet up againſt Us, ours might have in- 


fiſted as obſtinately upon Payment of the whole 
Sum due to Us. Our Plenipotentiaries might 
then bave had ſomething to treat of; 'w 
by this precipitate (as they are pleaſed to call 
it) Settlement of our refpective Demands for 
Reparation of Damages, we have left our Com- 
miſſaries nothing to treat of; ani they are — 
treat away the known Rights of therr Conntry, 
Now in Anſwer to this 1 Ho Hat 
95000 FL. will be far from ſat ng all — 
Loſſes ont Merchants have ſu of by 
Spaniſh Depredations ; but this was all oor 
get by peaceable Means, and will any one ſay, 
we ought to have involved the Nation in a 
War that might have coſt, God knows how 
many Millions, for the Sake of a few Hundred" 
Thouſand Pounds due to our Merchants? What- 
ever other Gentlemen may 'think; T am fare 
n s been too careful of the 
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been as proper to have left the adhjuſting this 
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entiaries, and 
ve left to them the ad- 
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juſting any of thoſe other Pretenſions ſet up by 
Spain againſt us; but thoſe who do not know the 
Advantage of having 95000 / to divide among 
a great Number of needy Merchants, can have 
no Pretence to any Knowledge in modern Poli- 
ticks. This Advantage my Patron well knows 
from long Experience : He knows that the Di- 
ſtribution of this Sum may have. a good Effect 
in making our Merchants, ſubmit to future 
Loſſes with a becoming Patience and Humi- 
lity; and therefore, according to his wonted 
Prudence, he adviſed making ſure of this Sum, 
as a neceſſary Preliminary to our future Treaty; 
for as the Treaty, notwithſtanding the Time 

refixed by this Convention, may be ſome Tears 
defore it is concluded, it was extremely proper 
to have ſuch a Sum as this at the beginning; 
and when the Spaniards have taken 4, or 
o0000 L. more from our Merchants, we may 
en be able to prevail with them, to agree to 

a new Convention, and to give us 95000 L. more, 
for a new general Releaſe. To thoſe therefore 
that underſtand any Thing of Refinement. in 
Politicks, this muſt appear to be a moſt artful 
Improvement upon the Treaty of Seville; for 
if we had, by that Treaty, got a ſtipulated Sum. 
y Way of Reparation of Damages, our Com- 
miſſaries, named in Purſuance of that Treaty, 
would have met with the ſame Succeſs they 
afterwards met with; and we may aſſure our 
ſelves, that the Sum ſtipulated by this Convention 
will no Way obſtruct the Succeſs of the moſt 


honourable. 


— — — — —— —— 
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honourable Gentlemen named therein ' as: our 
future Plenipotentiaries, who, by their Birth, 
muſt command Reſpect even from the haughty 
Spamard ; and their former Negotiations ſhew, 
that their Qualifications are ſuch as muſt: re- 

dound to the Advantage and Honour of their 


J muſt alſo admit, that by the preſent Co 

tion, as it now ſtands, with the Don de la 
Quadra's Proteſt at the Tail of it, our South- 
Sea Company muſt pay 68000 C. to the Kin 

of Spain; ſo that his Catholick Majeſty wi 

have but 27000 /. to pay out of his own Pocket 
for all the Loſſes our Merchants have met with; 
and even that Sum may be greatly diminiſhed, 
if not annihilated, by the Deductions his Maje- 
ſty may pretend to make; but if the Govern- 
ment gets a Sum of Money to divide among 
ſach of our Merchants as may entitle them- 
ſelves to a Share of it; what ſignifies it to my 
Patron, whether the King of Spain, or our own 
South-Sea Company pays that Money ? If his 
Catholick Majeſty has a Demand of any Kind 
upon them, I hope, even the Patriots would 
not be ſo unreaſonable! as to expect that ſuch a 
great King ſhould be obliged to go to Law with 


Demand upon them, they muſt ſatisfy it, whe- 
ther they think it juſt or not; and though they 
certainly have much greater, and much better 


they muſt not pretend to ſet off, or compen- 
| : H | fate : 


native Country. 26 228. 


a Company of Merchants: No, if he has any 


founded Demands upon the Crown of Spain, 
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. 
ſite: Let them apply, by humble Petition, to 
his moſt Sacred Catholith Majeſty, and he will 
undoubtedly.do them Juſtice. 

Having thus, I think, fully Ane every 
Part of this ObjeQion, 1 ſhall next, with more 
Impartiality than Gentlemen of my Kidney 
are accuſtomed to, lay before my Readers the 
only other material Objection I have met with. 
They argue thus, that, ſince we have been ſo 
imprudent as to ſet up no unjuſt Claims againſt 
Spain, as a Counter- ballance to thoſe they 
have ſet up againſt us, it is moſt ridiculous 
to refer, by a Treaty, the Differences between 
us. to Commiſſarirs, Plenipotentiaries, or Mini- 
ſters of any Denomination. To carry on a 
Negotiation about any Difference whatſoever, 
ſeems to admit that there is ſome Doubt about 
the Right in diſpute; but to refer, by a ſolemn 
Treaty or Convention; the diſcu of that 
Difference to any future Congreſs or Meeting, 
is 4 downright Acknowledgment that there is 
ſome Ground for a Diſpute. 'Now with re- 
= to every one of the Claims lately ſet up by 

pain againſt us, they are ſuch. as we. ought 
never to allow being brought into Diſpute, 
not even by Negotiation, and much [ef by 
Treaty; becauſe they are all ſuch as we ought 
not, nor can honourably depart an Inch from, 
unleſs we are compelled by the Fate of War. 
Spain pretends: ta ſearch our 2 

upon the open Seas; (they have the ſame Rig 
| 9} our A can we allow this, 
10 1 can 
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pretends to confiſcate our Ships, if they have 
any Gold, Silver, Cocoa, Logwood, or other 
Goods, which they are pleaſed to call Contra- 
band Goods, on Board: Can we allow this, can 


we allow it under any Regulations? Spain pre- 
tends to exclude the Britiſh Ships from failing 


into the Bay of Honduras, or cutting Logwood, 
upon the Coaſt ; can we allow this, can we al- 


low it under any Regulations? Spain pretends. 


that Georgia, and a great Part of Carolina, 
are within their Dominions ; can we give up 
any Part of that which has belonged to us ever 


ſince the Reſtoration, and for ſome Time be- 


fore, without ſtriking a Stroke ? What Pre- 
tence then can Spain have for defiring, what 
Excuſe can we have for condeſcending to refer 
ſuch indiſputable Rights to Plenipotentiaries? 


The Queſtion is ſimple, the Anſwer is the ſame. 


A Courier, or a Herald, may anſwer ſuch Que- 
ſtions much better than a Plenipotentiary. The 


only proper Anſwer we can make to ſuch Que- 


ſtions muſt be by the Mouths of our Cannon. 


The longer we treat about ſuch Rights, the 


more diſputable we ſhall make them; and there- 
fore it is ruinous to eſtabliſh ſuch Diſputes by a 
Treaty, or preliminary Convention. When any 
Buſineſs, it is the Duty, of the Nation to whom 
the Right belongs, to infiſt upon an expreſs 
Acknowledgement of it as a Preliminary to 
any future ä If a Nation proceeds 

| 2 | in 


can we allow it under any Regulations ? Sh 


ſuch Right begins firſt to be conteſted, it is the 
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in a Negotiation without ſich an expreſs Ac- 
knowledgement, ſhe injures her Right; if ſhe. 
concludes a Treaty or Convention, and thereby 
agrees to have any one of her undoubted Rights 
diſcuſſed at a Congreſs, or Meeting, ſhe in 
ſome Meaſure gives it up. Thus theſe Gen- 
tlemen argue, and from thence, they ſay it ap- 
pears, that in every Reſpect we had done better 
to have made no Convention, than to have 
made ſuch a one as the preſent ; becauſe we 
have by the preſent determined that Diſpute 
which ought to have been the laſt to be de- 
termined; and we have referred to be diſcuſſed 
that which we ought not to have allowed to 
be diſputed. 
- But theſe Critical Gentlemen forget, that 
every one of theſe Rights was conteſted before 
the Treaty of Seville, and yet they were all left, 
by that Treaty, to be diſcuſſed by Commiſſa- 
ries; ſo that in this Caſe we have done no 
more than what was done by the Treaty of 
Seville; and could we follow a better Pattern 
than that of fo advantageous and ſo honourable 
a Treaty ? In this Caſe likewiſe, my moſt ex- 
cellent Patron, (for I muſt aſcribe the Invention 
to him, or to a near Friend of his) out of the 
Profoundneſs of his Knowledge in Political 
Things and Political Names, has made a moſt 
ingenious Improvement upon the Treaty of 
Seville; for every Man muſt allow, it is more 
honourable'to have our undoubted Rights treat- 
ed of, and made doubtful, by nn, 
* | an 
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than by fimple Commiſlaries ; eſpecially when: 
Gentlemen of ſuch high Birth and eſtabliſned 
Characters, are appointed our Plenipotentia- 
ries. 

Before I have done, I muſt take Notice; 
that our Patriots pretend to have by this Treaty 
diſcovered a Sort of Conduct in the Court of 
Spain, which that Court has perhaps made uſe 
of in other Caſes beſides that of the South-Sea 
Company. When the Spaniſh Court have not 
a Mind that any one of their Claims ſhould 
be given up by the general Words of a Treaty, 
they enter, it ſeems, their Proteſtation at the 
Time of ſigning the Treaty. Now ſay the Pa- 
triots, who knows, but that the Spaniards have 
at the ſigning of bis Convention, and at the 
ſigning of every Treaty and Convention ſince 
the laſt open War between Us, entered, with 
reciprocal Accord, a Declaration or Proteſtation, 
that nothing contained in that Treaty or Con- 
vention ſhould prejudice their Claim to the 
Reſtitution of Gibraltar and Port-Mabon? 
For ſay theſe Gentlemen, we ſhould never have 
heard of their Declaration relating to the South= 
Sea Company, if no private Man or Company 
within this Kingdom had had a Concern in 
it; and even in that Caſe, we ſhould not per- 
haps have heard of it, if it had not been for a 
Miſtake in a certain Gentleman beyond Sea; 


and as no private Man or Company can have a 


Concern in any Proteſtation or Declaration re- 
lating to Cibraſtar or Port-Mahon, the Publick 


can 
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can never therefore hear of it, till an open War 
happens between the two Kingdoms. * 
As this is a Charge which depends upon à 
Fact unknown, I ſhall, in the manner of my 
Brethren of the Mercenary Quill, without 
knowing any thing about it, boldly and poſi- 
tively affirm, that the Charge is falſe, ſcanda- 
lous, and malicious; which, I think, is a ſuf- 
ficient Anſwer. e i 
There are many other Objections made to 
this Convention ; but as it would be tedious to 
give every one of them a particular Anſwer, I 
ſhall make one General Anſwer for all, which 
1s, That if we had declared War, or commit- 
ted Hoſtilities, againſt Spain, France would 
perhaps have taken ſhare in the Quarrel ; and 
as the engaging in any War in which France 
may poſſibly be a Party againſt Us, is incon- 
ſiſtent with my Patron's Political Maxims, 
therefore it would have been inconſiſtent with 
the Uniformity of his Conduct, to have adviſed 
Us, upon any Account, or for any Conſidera- 
tion, to have declared War, or commenced 
Hoſtilities, againſt Spain; and as our People 
here at home would not have been ſatisfied 
without ſome ſort of Treaty or other, there- 
fore he was obliged to adviſe Us to accept of 
ſuch a Treaty as we could get. | 
Thus, I hope, I have performed what I 
undertook at the Beginning : I have ſhewn the 
Wiſdom, the Policy, the Steddineſs, and the 
Uniformity, of my moſt bountiful Patron's 
$9” Conduct 


' 
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Conduct, from the Time he firſt began to have 
any conſiderable Influence to this very day, 
which I hope, nay for the Sake of my Coun- 
try, and without any ſelfiſh Regard, I wiſh, 
may be far from being the laſt Time of his 
being in a Capacity to bleſs his Country with 
his Advice, 

Whether I have ſucceeded or no, I ſhall leave 
to my Readers to determine ; but I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that, like all thoſe who write upon the 
fame Side with me, I write for thoſe only that 
are reſolved to be convinced, before they know 
any thing of the Argument. I do not pretend 
to convert thoſe ſtubborn Patriots, whoſe Mad- 
neſs is come to ſuch a Height, that they will 
not be convinced even by F——s .,, 
the moſt Eloquent, the moſt Laconick, and 
the moſt Succeſsful Orator in the Kingdom ; 
for though his Argument is never above = or 
five Lines, I could prove, he has convinced 
more Men, from the higheſt to the loweſt 
Degree, than all the other Miniſterial Orators 
* Writers put together; nay, that he has 
often triumphed over all that Juſtneſs and Ele- 
gance of Stile, Strength of Reaſon, and Keen- 
neſs of Satyr, with which a B— te or 
 L——;z can write, a — oũ rr 
ſpeak, or a d or P——y reply. 
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